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Who Influences Policymakers Most?

A variety of external resources can help influence policymakers around policy issues. Here is an overview of
five groups that can have a significant impact.

00¢
T4 There is no better voice to influence policymakers than constituents; they are the people who vote and have the most direct

Constituents impact on a policymaker's state or congressional district. When a considerable number of constituents voice their support or
opposition to an issue, policymakers listen.

Over time, the press has grown in its indirect influence on policy. Opinion pieces, articles about issues, network interviews, and
= editorials can have a tremendous impact on how policymakers respond to an issue, often driving policymaker activity.

Third-Party Organizations that are viewed as subject matter experts help validate issues and are often used by policymakers to
Experts message around key priorities.

|mpacted Org ahizations Entities that are positively impacted by a policy initiative are an important voice and one that policymakers value.

: Policymakers rely on their colleagues for information and can be influenced by those who have expertise in
Cong re$$|onal CO'.'.eag ues specific pol_icy spaces.

The Art of Impact



